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Goals 
Reduce poverty, make development sustain-
able and overcome global risks, so too in 
Switzerland’s interests: these are the over-
arching goals of Swiss international coop-
eration. No country can overcome poverty, 
global challenges and crises on its own. 
The SDC of the Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs is responsible for implementing the Fed-
eral Council’s foreign policy on humanitarian aid, 
development cooperation and cooperation with 
Eastern Europe.
The SDC supports countries in their efforts to 
overcome poverty- and development-related 
problems. In particular it enables disadvantaged 
groups among the population to gain better 
access to education and healthcare, and it helps 
resolve environmental problems. Gender equal-
ity and good governance are important guiding 
principles for the SDC’s work. 
The Swiss Parliament has set five strategic goals 
for international cooperation for the period 
2013–2016:
• prevent and overcome crises, conflicts and 
disasters
• create universal access to resources and 
services
• promote sustainable economic growth
• support transitions to democratic, market-
based economy systems (“transition 
assistance”)
• help shape globalisation that favours 
development, safeguards the environment 
and is socially responsible
 
The SDC places special emphasis on fragile states 
and countries affected by conflict. These account 
for some 1.5 billion of the world’s poorest people. 
The SDC is reinforcing its commitment to tack-
ling global challenges (such as climate change 
and water scarcity) which seriously compromise 
the chances of poor countries and to promoting 
globalisation that favours development. 
The SDC’s activities are contributing to the at-
tainment of the eight Millennium Development 
Goals. The SDC is also actively involved in the 
drafting of the global development and sustain-




Humanitarian Aid and the 




Cooperation with the 
countries of Eastern Europe 
and the CIS (SDC/SECO)
CHF 1’125 Mio
9,9%
Economic and trade policy measures 
in developing countries (SECO)
CHF 1’280 Mio
11,3%
Technical cooperation and 





The SDC‘s partners 
The SDC works closely with partners in Swit-
zerland, in the different countries involved and 
within the framework of international forums. It 
supports partner states and organisations in their 
own efforts. 
Engaging in dialogue with the government, with 
organisations and with business is part of the 
daily work of staff in the Swiss Cooperation Of-
fices abroad, as is coordinating its efforts with 
other donor countries.
Switzerland is a member of the most important 
multilateral organisations: international financial 
institutions (the World Bank, regional develop-
ment banks) and United Nations organisations 
(UNDP, UNHCR, etc.). Multilateral organisations 
undertake large-scale global programmes and 
have direct access to governments.
Swiss NGOs have a solid background in tackling 
poverty and in providing emergency assistance 
during disasters and crises. They are important 
partners in the countries concerned. 
In many of its programmes the SDC works with 
the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) 
and other federal offices. SECO focuses its ef-
forts on economically advanced countries, East 
European nations and states of the former Soviet 
Union, as well as the new EU member states. 
Swiss companies also contribute their know-how 
and experience to Swiss international coopera-
tion. These partnerships are based on the com-
mon pursuit of the goals of international devel-
opment cooperation. 
With a view to finding solutions to global prob-
lems, the SDC’s cooperation with Swiss research 
centres and partner institutions in countries of 
the South is becoming increasingly important.
Humanitarian aid 
Save lives and alleviate suffering worldwide: that 
is the mission of Swiss Humanitarian Aid. It is 
guided by humanitarian law and by the interna-
tionally recognised principles of neutrality, impar-
tiality and independence. 
At the heart of humanitarian aid are the victims 
of crises, disasters and conflicts. Humanitar-
ian aid is an expression of Swiss solidarity with 
people in need and spans shared values such as 
humanity and the inalienable dignity of each and 
every individual. 
The three pillars of the humanitarian mission are:
• immediate and survival assistance 
(emergency assistance)
• sustainable reconstruction 
• disaster preparedness and prevention 
 
Emergency assistance might, for example, in-
clude the distribution of food, hygiene or kitchen 
sets, or the payment of subsidies to families that 
take in refugees. The Swiss Humanitarian Aid 
Unit (SHA) provides immediate assistance by 
dispatching emergency response teams or, for 
example, by seconding specialists to multilateral 
organisations. Sustainability is the key to recon-
struction projects: earthquake- and hurricane-
proof constructions ensure that people will be 
better protected against future disasters.
Swiss Humanitarian Aid works closely with Swiss 
relief organisations and international organisa-
tions, both in the field and at the international 
level. UN agencies such as the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees or the World 
Food Programme, as well as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, are important part-
ners of Swiss Humanitarian Aid.
Regional cooperation 
Regional cooperation contributes to poverty 
reduction in 20 of the poorer countries and re-
gions of Africa, Latin America and Asia. The top 
priorities are income generation, access to social 
services (education, health) and infrastructure 
(water), and support for the democratisation pro-
cess. 
 
About half of these countries and regions are 
fragile and affected by conflict: state institutions 
are weak or unstable, while the population suf-
fers from extreme poverty and is exposed to vio-
lence and despotism. Even under such adverse 
circumstances, the SDC’s efforts can achieve 
positive results to the benefit of the population, 
by, among other things, constantly adapting its 
programmes to fit the rapidly changing situation. 
The SDC’s more than 800 programmes and pro-
jects are concentrated on nine themes. In each 
case, the chosen focus is geared to the particular 
needs of each partner country: 
• health
• agriculture and food security
• water
• climate change 
• migration
• conflict transformation and resilience to crisis
• basic education and vocational training
• private sector and financial services
• state reform, local government and civic 
participation
 
In the interests of sustainable development, the 
SDC promotes gender equality and good govern-
ance within the framework of all its activities.
Cooperation with Eastern Europe 
Switzerland’s cooperation with Eastern Europe 
contributes to building democracy and social 
market economies in the former communist 
states of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union. Cooperation with Eastern Europe encom-
passes transition assistance and the enlargement 
contribution. 
With transition assistance the SDC and SECO pro-
mote the rule of law, democracy and the social 
market economy, and strengthen civil society. 
In this way, Switzerland contributes to stability 
in politically troubled regions and improves the 
prospects of the people living there.
Around 50% of financial and technical aid goes 
to the Western Balkans, while the remainder is 
deployed in countries of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States and Georgia. 
SDC projects and programmes focus on:
• democratisation, decentralisation and good 
governance
• basic provision of drinking water
• vocational training and youth employment 
• healthcare systems and services
• integrated water management
• social integration of the Roma and other 
minorities
 
With the enlargement contribution, Switzerland 
invests in the stability and prosperity of the en-
larged European Union and helps to reduce 
economic and social disparity. Switzerland par-
ticipates in the integration of the new member 
states and in so doing fosters stronger relations 
with the individual states and with the EU as a 
whole, Switzerland’s most important partner in 
terms of foreign policy. The enlargement con-
tribution is not counted as official development 
assistance. 
Global cooperation
The SDC is committed to strengthening poor 
countries’ chances to adapt to global change. 
Poverty, the effects of climate change, water 
scarcity and migration have no regard for na-
tional borders – solidarity between all peoples, 
all countries and all organisations is more neces-
sary than ever. 
That is where global programmes and multilater-
al cooperation come into play, fostering political 
dialogue and developing broad-based solutions 
underpinned by practical knowledge. 
Multilateral organisations such as the UN, the 
World Bank and the regional development banks 
can realise major undertakings thanks to the 
extensive knowledge, the long years of experi-
ence and the considerable resources they have 
at their disposal. By providing funding and staff 
to multilateral institutions, Switzerland is able to 
participate in large-scale projects. The combined 
knowledge of individual countries and the in-
ternational organisations helps ensure effective 
use of the funds invested and improves project 
outcomes.
As a contribution to pro-development globalisa-
tion, the SDC is implementing worldwide pro-
grammes in the areas of climate change, food se-
curity, migration and water. At the core of these 
programmes lie multilateral political dialogue, 
the development of innovative solutions and the 
dissemination of knowledge. 
Their added value rests on drawing together 
specialist knowledge, practical relevance and 
the setting of international standards. Global 
programmes come into play mainly where trans-
national solutions are possible. Accordingly, they 
are not bound geographically and operate in re-
gions where they have the most effect.
The effectiveness of the SDC‘s work 
The work of the SDC is effective when it improves 
prospects for the poorest sectors of society in the 
partner countries, when it makes a lasting con-
tribution to the reduction of poverty, and when 
it promotes the kind of development that uses 
resources sparingly and responsibly and is geared 
towards the needs of future generations.
The SDC carries out systematic, critical assess-
ments of its activities in order to ensure that its 
programmes are performance-led and that re-
sources are being used sustainably.
Effectiveness of SDC programmes:  
some examples 
Food security: In Malawi and Zimbabwe, around 
4,000 farms cultivated 100 tonnes of high-qual-
ity seed for maize, peanuts and sugar cane for 
local markets, as well as 30 new, locally adapted 
types of maize. Tens of thousands of small farm-
ers were thus able to increase their productivity 
by 20–50%. The successful approach was ex-
tended to other parts of the country and abroad. 
Good governance: In Ukraine, around 1,000 lo-
cal and regional administrative staff were trained 
in participative planning, budgeting and manage-
ment. Public services were thus vastly improved 
and local administrations’ work aligned with the 
needs and demands of their citizens. 
Water: Every franc invested in a water pro-
gramme brings a return of at least five times 
that value. Thanks to the SDC’s programmes, be-
tween 2006 and 2012 some 2.5 million people, 
mainly in rural areas, had better access to drink-
ing water and sanitary facilities. Time is thereby 
freed up for productive work and education, in 
particular for women and children.
Climate and energy: The SDC promotes new 
techniques for making bricks which produce 
up to 50% less CO2. The new technique is now 
used on three continents. Vietnam now produces 
150,000 tonnes less of CO2.
Health: Thanks to targeted reforms in paediatric 
healthcare, in Moldova the infant mortality rate 
fell from 12.2 to 9.8 per thousand births between 
2006 and 2012. 
Emergency assistance and reconstruction: 
The earthquake in Haiti in 2010 destroyed 
around 5,000 schools. The SDC developed an 
earthquake- and hurricane-proof building for 
schools, also using local resources, thereby pro-
viding protection for the population from future 
natural disasters.
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